
 

INFORMATION PACK 

CREATIVE RETREAT 

Thank you for your interest in our Creative Retreat AiR Program.   

 

North Lands Creative promotes good principles on conservation, education and sustainability 

through retreats, study, research, reflection and the arts.  

 

Situated in an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, NLC offers creative practitioners complete 

immersion into a stimulating, expansive and striking environment through which to explore new 

practices and possibilities. Caithness is also home to a rich backstory that covers Neolithic 

burial chambers, Pictish stones, Viking graves and medieval castles. Our campus is set in the 

costal village of Lybster, and offers views across to the Morven Hills and landscape scattered 

with dwarf shrubs, moss heath and rough grassland.  

 

Our Creative Retreat AiR Program welcomes artists, makers, writers, musicians and researchers 

to stay in our accommodation for self-funded residencies. Most importantly, whether you need 

to research or produce, NLC provides a supportive and welcoming environment for artists of all 

levels. We have a long and fruitful history of working with professional artists to students and 

academics from foundation level through to PhD.  

 

Each residency lasts from one to four weeks. Each artist gets a private room and access to our 

project space a beautiful room with good acoustics and wonderful natural light. We have 

shared kitchen and bathroom facilities.  

We ask for a payment to cover accommodation costs and a cultural contribution of an artist 

talk, performance or workshop.   

Creative Retreat AiR program runs during the months of April, June, October, November and 

December 2020 and February – March 2021. There is an open call out for artists to apply for 

these months. Please fill out the application form and include a cover letter with the following 

information: 

• How you intend to utilise your stay. 

• The time-frame you wish to stay (we offer 1-4 week residencies) and suggested dates. 



• How you intend to pay for the residency, either self-funded or with a grant (we can 

offer a letter of support if needed). 

• Examples of your work. 

• What cultural contribution you could make to the community? Artist talk, open studio, 

workshop etc 

• Are you applying as an individual, or a group? 

DEADLINES:  

12th March 2020 (for April – June 2020)  

7th May (for October 2020 – March 2021) 

General FAQ’s: 

Description of Organisation: 

North Lands Creative is an award winning, international and influential centre dedicated to the 

study and development of glass as an artform. It incorporates the Alastair Pilkington Studio, 

Quatre Bras Gallery, campus accommodation in Dan Klein House that looks onto our 

Community Art Garden and the Friends’ Lodge. 

 

North Lands Creative offers unique and alternative spaces for practising art, perfectly located 

in the inspiring wild and dramatic landscape of Caithness on the North East Coast of Scotland, 

on the A99 leg of the world famous North Coast 500 route. 

 

North Lands Creative has been providing excellent facilities, opportunities and inspiration to 

artists working with glass and other artforms from all over the world for over two decades. 

 

Our Creative Retreat Program is perfect for symposiums, rehearsals, research and development 

time.  

 

As a non-profit organisation and a registered charity, income received helps fund our 

innovative artistic program. 

 

Duration of residency: 

• 1-4 weeks (subject to availability and demand) 

 

Number of artists in residence at one time:  

• Maximum 9 

 

Accommodation type: 

• Private & shared rooms 

 



Which disciplines does your residency cater to? 

• Glass, Visual Art, Sculpture, Ceramics, Dance, Theatre, Performing Arts, Music, Film & 

Literature 

 

What accommodation facilities does your residency offer to artists? 

• Dan Klein House was acquired and refurbished in 2004 to provide residential 

accommodation for visiting artists taking part in our extensive class programme. It is 

located adjacent to the Studio. It has one single and one twin bedroom, two 

bathrooms, a well equipped kitchen and living/ dining area.  

• Friends’ Lodge is located to the rear of our world famous Glass Studio. It has 3 

bedrooms, sleeping 6 with two bathrooms (one of which is wheelchair accessible) and 

a joint kitchen/sitting room area. There is a balcony and garden area. Free private 

parking is available for up to four vehicles. Our biggest asset is the stunning views from 

the Lodge, located in the heart of Lybster village and within a five minute walk of all 

local amenities. 

 

What artistic facilities does your residency offer to artists? 

• Project Space 

This space is fresh, inspiring and flexible. It is a uniquely versatile space. This modern, 

light-filled room remains completely undisturbed as it is located at the front 

of our studio campus and holds a capacity of up to 65 people. There is also a wide 

range of presentation equipment available including an overhead projector, iMac, 

MacBook Pro, Canon Camera plus other recording equipment. 

• Building Facilities 

o Common Room with filtered water and tea & coffee making facilities 

o  Inclusive toilet facilities 

o Wifi access 

o Loading Access 

o Laptop and Mobile Phone Charge Points 

o Car parking 

 

Is your residency wheelchair accessible? 

• Yes 

 

Application process: 

• Open call 

 

Do you charge an application fee for your residency? 

• No 

 

Do you charge a residency fee for your residency? 

• Yes,  



• Rates: 

o Dan Klein House £21 per night per room  

o Friend’s Lodge £385 per week  

 

Expenses paid by the artist: 

• Travel 

• Housing 

• Food 

• Supplies 

 
Other activities happening at the space: 

• Classes/ Workshops 

• Presentation 

• Artist in Residencies 

 

Things to See & Do in the Local Area  

 

Achavanich Standing Stones  

Set close by Loch Stemster, inland from Lybster, you’ll find the intriguing moorland location of 

the Achavanich U-shaped stone setting. This stone circle is unusual in that it forms a horseshoe 

shape and the narrow sides of each stone point inwards to the centre. Erected roughly 4,000 

years ago, 35 stones stand with another six fallen. Visitors are welcome to wander amongst the 

stones, of which the tallest is over two metres. 

 

Castle Sinclair Girnigoe 

All along the coast of Caithness you’ll find the ruins of castles, some of which are perched quite 

precariously on cliff edges. Castle Sinclair Girnigoe, on the outskirts of Wick is one such 

example, and a lot of good work is going into saving it from coastal erosion. It’s a fantastic 

place to visit with a colourful history dating back to the 15th century. 

 

Dunbeath Heritage Centre 

Dunbeath is notable for being the birthplace of author Neil M Gunn. The Dunbeath Heritage 

Centre, in the heart of the village, shows you the landscape and people of Dunbeath and how 

these influenced Gunn and his work.   As well as lovely illustrations of Gunn’s ‘Highland River’ 

you’ll see life size figures representing local people from different eras. There are also carved 

stones and the iron gate of Dunbeath Castle to see. 

 

Mary Ann’s Cottage 

Offering a glimpse into Caithness crofting life in the past, Mary Ann’s Cottage in Dunnet was 

only recently vacated by 93 year old Mary Ann Calder  in 1990. The cottage was built in 1850 

and house three generations of Mary Ann’s family, and is filled with old tools, domestic 

implements, family belongings, a sea chest and furniture. The most modern item was a 



telephone. This museum shows how different daily lives in Caithness were, how folk had to 

make do, or create things with their own hands, in the not too distant past! 

 

Dunnet Head 

Dunnet Head is the most northerly point on the UK Mainland and is worth a visit for the amazing 

panoramic view across the Pentland Firth to Orkney and back across the highlands of 

Caithness and Sutherland. It’s also the site of a lighthouse built in 1831 by Robert Stevenson (the 

grandfather of Robert Louis Stevenson)  and was used during wartime to watch the 

approaches to Scapa Flow, the naval base in Orkney. 

 

The Grey Cairns of Camster 

Nestled on a lonely moorland between Wick and Thurso, the Grey Cairns of Camster are two 

very mysterious buildings indeed. Appearing as two piles of light grey rubble amongst a 

heathery backdrop, one of the cairns is round with one entrance, and the other is long  and 

humped, with two entrances. Both cairns were used to house the dead of a farming 

community in 3500 BC. 

 

John O’ Groats 

It’s widely thought that John O’ Groats is the most northerly point of the UK, but in truth this 

distinction goes to Dunnet Head. The significance of John O’ Groats is that it is in the far north 

east, whereas Land’s End is on the far south west tip of the UK. These two are the furthest 

distance apart of any two places on the UK Mainland – with 874 miles separating them. In 1865, 

an American called Elihu Buritt walked this distance , and ever since them there have been 

many fund-raising treks to and from John O’ Groats. 

 

The Whaligoe Steps 

The Whaligoe Steps is a stone staircase down a steep cliff outside Ulbster (the turning is 

opposite the signpost for the Cairn of Get). The steps lead down to the harbour of Whaligoe 

Haven, which is surrounded on three sides by 250ft cliffs. From the 18th century to the 

20th Century, fisherwomen, some in their seventies, would meet the incoming fishing boats, gut 

the fish and carry the catch in baskets on their baskets on their backs up the 330 steps  and 

then on 7 miles to the market in Wick! For modern day visitors who run out of puff halfway up 

the steps; this is an impressive feat of strength! 

 

The Hill o’ Many Stanes 

On a hill north of Lybster is the archaeological mystery – the Hill o’ Many Stanes. You’ll find a 

layby with a signpost and a gate – through the gate it’s a 100m walk to the site. Here you will 

see 200 stones in 22 not-quite straight rows fanning out to the south. The stones have been 

deliberately placed, each is packed with smaller stones around its base. It is possible that the 

stanes were used to predict the movements of the moon.   

 

The Castle of Mey 



The Queen Mother first visited what was Barrogill Castle in 1952 while mourning the death of her 

husband, King George VI. She fell for the building’s charm and decided to bring the castle and 

its gardens back from abandonment. These days it’s a very fine building with a fascinating tour, 

which allows you to step into the dining room, sitting room and study which are still used by the 

Royal Family today. 

 

Canisbay Kirk 

Like many churches, Canisbay Kirk stands on the site of an older building mentioned in texts as 

early as 1222. An Iron Age broch possibly stood on this site before then. The present kirk was 

built in the 17th Century. Canisbay Kirk was where the Queen Mother worshipped on Sundays 

during her holidays in Caithness. There is now a lovely slate memorial to her at the church. 

 


