
GLASS, MEET THE FUTURE 
 

Glass, Film & Technology Festival 



Glass,	Meet	the	Future	
Film	Residency	at	North	Lands	Crea9ve	
GUIDELINES	
		
North	Lands	Crea9ve,	Bri9sh	Council	Scotland	and	Crea9ve	
Scotland	with	our	partners	in	Japan	Toyama	Ins9tute	of	Glass	
and	Toyama	Glass	Art	Museum	aim	to	deliver	a	season	of	
cultural	exchange	in	2019/	20	using	the	plaNorm	of	the	‘Glass,	
Meet	the	Future’	Project	to	appropriate	ar9sts’	intersec9on	
and	applica9on	with	glass	art,	performance,	digital	and	film.		
		
 
1.0 Introduction 
Since 1995, North Lands Creative has been a meeting place not only for glass artists but has also 
actively encouraged the participation of visual artists, architects and designers wishing to 
explore the technical and artistic potential of glass either on its own or in combination with other 
materials.  
 
We are situated in Lybster, a small fishing village in the far North Highlands. Our residency 
program seeks to promote an atmosphere of creativity, experimentation and reflection which 
artists’ need, by providing a working environment that supports the artistic process and the 
facilities for artists to work and interact. The natural setting, the harbour and surrounding sea and 
landscape inspires, supports and enhances the creativity of the artists who come to Lybster, by 
providing them with an uninterrupted time for work and exploration.  
 
For artists, North Lands Creative engenders a strong sense of community and the chance to 
create more opportunities for artist to artist and artist to public interaction.  
 
The campus offers on-site accommodation, a hot shop, cold shop, kiln room, sandblasting room, 
mould room and a community studio, garden and gallery.  
  
2.0 Eligibility 
The residency is open to artists currently resident in Scotland and who already have permission 
to work in the UK. 
 
Applicants should also be able to demonstrate a commitment to their artistic practice through a 
strong track record of creating new work through projects, exhibitions and commissions. 
The applicant artist must have been out of college (BA graduate) for a minimum of 3 years, or 
have fully completed an MA and/or PhD. 
 
The residency offers the successful applicant a short intense period to focus their practice on 
producing a glass art film. Applicants must be able to work under their own initiative, be able to 
effectively plan and deliver an end outcome for the residency with the budget and timescale 
available and have the ability to communicate and engage effectively with a wide range of 
people. 
  
		
		
 



	 
3.0 About the residency  
The residency is an opportunity for a moving-image artist or filmmaker to create a new work in 
Lybster that could benefit from either of the following: 
•  The possibility to spend 2-weeks in Lybster to produce new work at a crucial development 

point within their practice, and in collaboration with our Associate Artists with North Lands 
Creative support. 

•  The opportunity to develop current research or existing project ideas within the context of 
Lybster and the wider project remit of showcasing glass art through the medium of film in the 
final work in Japan in 2020.  

 
Artists' proposals should demonstrate an initial concept; project or way of working that responds 
to any of these possibilities and indicate how this project will be delivered. We are aware that 
proposals will naturally evolve once the successful artist is resident in Lybster. The final work’s 
presentation, format and its exhibition context (either as an installation or cinema screening for 
instance) will be developed in collaboration with North Lands Creative and the project 
curatorial team in Toyama. 
 
4.0 Practical Information 
The residency is initially for a two-week period from the 29th July – 12 August 2019 and the 
successful applicant will be required to produce an outcome for exhibition at the Toyama Glass 
Art Museum in May 2020. 
 
The artist will be expected to live and work in Lybster for the residency.  
 
North Lands Creative will provide access to our Alastair Pilkington Studio and accommodation 
for the duration of the residency and an allowance of up to £200 for travel to and from Lybster.  
The selected artist will also be expected to provide up to four talks or presentations about their 
work over the course of the project, which includes the project visit to Japan. A travel and 
accommodation budget is also available for this part of the project including a return flight to 
Japan.  
 
5.0 Funding 
The funding available for the residency is up to £3,500.  This figure is based on a residency period 
of 2-weeks spent living and working in the area. This figure is inclusive of artist’s commission fee, 
material costs and production costs for the final outcome. 
 
The funding available remains the same when applied to artist collaboration, where 2 or a 
group of artists work as one practice.  
  
6.0 Application process 
Artists are asked to submit their proposals by completing the application form provided.   
Prior to interview applications will be assessed with the following criteria: 
•  Eligibility – see point 2.0 
•  Artistic merit of examples of previous work submitted. 
•  Strength of written proposal.  
•  Impact and benefits to artist’s own practice. 
•  Impact and benefit to Glass, Meet the Future project. 
•  We welcome applications from all suitably qualified persons regardless of their race, gender, 

disability, religion/belief, sexual orientation or age.  
•  You must download the Equal Opportunities Form complete and attach it to your application 

before you can submit it.  
 
APPLICATION DEADLINE is Monday 10th June 2019  
Shortlisted artists will be invited to undertake an interview via Skype on 19th June 2019. 
		
  



Since 1995, North Lands Creative (NLC) has been a meeting place not only for glass artists but has also actively encouraged 
the participation of visual artists, architects and designers wishing to explore the technical and artistic potential of glass either 

on its own or in combination with other materials.  NLC vision is an international centre dedicated to the study and 
development of glass as an artform, the wider creative industries and culture. NLC is situated in Lybster, a village in the far 

North Highlands which is one of Europe’s most fragile areas. NLC runs an international arts programme including workshops, 
forums, exhibitions, AiR and community & outreach projects. The Alastair Pilkington Studio was funded with support of 

European Regional Development Fund.  The well equipped state-of-the-art studio has a general & mould area, hot shop, kiln 
room, sand-blasting room and a cold working and finishing shop. 

  
NLC is situated in Lybster, a small fishing village in the far North Highlands which is one of Europe’s most fragile areas, 

described as vulnerable due to the decline and erosion of its facilities and services. NLC plays an important role in the 
cultural, social and economic landscape of Caithness, providing employment, training opportunities and in bringing national 

and international visitors to the area who make use of local businesses and support community activities. Created in 1995 out 
of a desire to establish a centre of excellence addressing a need to stimulate the growing interest in the possibilities of glass 

as an art form, it began operating with the first programmes in 1996. Since the demise of Caithness Glass, NLC has upheld 
local glass making skills for over 20 years, and continues the work which was originally set up to counteract 

NORTH LANDS CREATIVE 



the unemployment crisis in the area when the farming and herring industry collapsed in the mid 20th century. Glass 
making skills were also evident at the Dounreay Nuclear Plant, and some of the ex Dounreay scientific glass-blowers now 

teach on our skills classes today in the areas of lamp and flame working.  
  

Our mission is to nurture and support excellence and experimentation in the creative use of glass in all forms of art and 
design by artists, creative industries and the community. NLC do this by creating and developing an arts programme that 

is recognised as a model of excellence and bringing world-class national and international artists to our organisation, 
commission distinctive new work, and nurture artists. NLC aim to present innovative programming and offer great 

experiences for our many diverse audiences. NLC ensure creative learning for all underpins every aspect of our arts 
programme by shaping inspiring approaches to engagement with glass, promoting diversity and inclusion. NLC develop 

local, national and international partnerships beyond our walls, building strong and sustainable partnerships. 
 

NLC is a Creative Scotland Regular Funded Orgainsation, and receives support from Highlands & Islands Enterprise, EU 
Creative Europe Fund, Aspiring Communities European Social Fund, The Radcliffe Trust and Camster and Burn of Whilk 

Renewable Energy Funds. 
  

www.northlandscreative.co.uk 

 



TOYAMA INSTITUTE OF GLASS 
Toyama City Institute of Glass Art (TIGA) was started in [the Glass City Toyama] in April 1991 as the first public educational 

institution specialising in glass. TIGA have had students from all over the world who are fascinated in glass art, and they 

studiy glass art in well-equipped circumstances to be glass artists. Now they are working in many fields, such as 

independent artists, as studio staff, as teachers in art schools and as designers. 

 

TIGA offers two glass programs, to study the basics of glass and art foundation in G.C.S. and to research in advanced 

level of glass art in A.R.S. 

 

http://toyamaglass.ac.jp/index-en.php 

 

 



ASSOCIATE ARTISTS PROGRAM 
North Lands Creative is more than just a studio: it’s a hub for production, a place where art and artists, designers and 
makers are given the space and support to develop and grow. 

 
Through our Associate Artists initiative we nurture, mentor, partner, collaborate, network, co-produce and present (on/ off 

site, nationally and internationally) the work of independent artists. Associate Artists gives independent artists a home and 
is dedicated to protecting the next generation of artists. 

 

 



TOYAMA GLASS 
Toyama City has been working on the “Glass Art City, Toyama” project for over 30 years. This has included the establishment 
of the Toyama City Institute of Glass Art and the Toyama Glass Studio. In the final phase of the City’s long-time effort, the 
Toyama Glass Art Museum, designed by world-renowned architect Kengo Kuma, was built in downtown Toyama City. As a 
new symbol of the City, this museum is making great contributions to contemporary glass art promotion through its many 
exhibitions and events. Within the field of contemporary glass art, a new movement, which viewed glass as a material with 
unique expressive potential, began in the Czech in the 1950s and in the United States in the 1960s. While this movement has 
matured over half a century, the expressive potential of glass continues to be unlimited and endures today. 
 

Toyama Museum of Glass http://toyama-glass-art-museum.jp/en/ 
The Toyama Glass Art Museum showcases the art of decorative glassware  that Toyama city has built a reputation for.  
  
The Museum is housed on several floors of the modern Toyama Kirari (キラリ) Building, which opened in 2015. The building itself 
is worth coming for, designed by architect Kuma Kengo, the architect responsible for a number of striking construction 
projects both in Japan including the the new National Stadium which hosts the 2020 Tokyo Olympic Games. 
  
The Toyama Kirari Building also includes within its innovative interior of wood and glass the Toyama city library, a glass art 
shop and a restaurant/cafe. Other works are displayed on "Glass Art Passages" throughout the building. 

 

Toyama Glass Studio http://toyama-garasukobo.jp/ 
Toyama Glass Studio was established by the Toyama City Government in 1994, for the purpose of developing and supporting 
glass art and craft professionals, for the popularisation and cultivation of glass art and craft, and for the promotion of a glass 
art and craft industry. 
  
The studio trains young glass artists to be independent professionals who can contribute to the local and global glass art and 
craft fields. To broaden the base for the culture of and promote the attractiveness of glass to citizens, Toyama Glass Studio 
organises interactive events and courses. In addition, they hold glass art and craft exhibitions and exchange programs in 
Japan and overseas to create a new market and network.	
 






